
Was the student/staff within 6ft of 
infected person for more than 15 

mins over a 24hr period and 
determined to be a close contact?

Decision Tree for Exposures to COVID-19 in Child Care and Households/Community
 (while NOT in TK-12 schools or supervised youth programs/activities)

current as of 9/20/21
 

Exposure to 
student or 
staff who 

tested 
positive to 
COVID-19 

(case)

There are no 
close contacts 
who need to 
quarantine

NO

Does the 
close contact 

have any 
symptoms?

YES

YES

NO YES

QUARANTINE: Person must 
stay home for at least 10 days 

and test on Day 5 after last 
exposure with positive person. If 

ongoing exposure is occuring in the 
home, quarantine period may be 

extended, contact public health for 
guidance. Unvaccinated 

students/staff may return on Day 8 
after a negative test on Day 5, or 
cohort may close for 10 days if 

desired.

NO/UNSURE

Does the 
close contact 

have any 
symptoms?

YES

Monitor symptoms for 
14 days and may return 

to school, work, and other 
activities. Testing 

recommended on Day 5 after 
last exposure to positive 

person. If symptoms 
develop,  student/staff 
must isolate and test. 

NO/UNSURE

Asymptomatic vaccinated staff 
returning from out of state travel 

may return to work, monitor 
symptoms, and test on Day 5 

after returning home.

Unvaccinated 
staff and children 

who  are  
returning from out 

of state travel 
should quarantine 
at home and may 
return on Day 8 
with a negative 

test on Day 5 after 
returning home 

from travel.

Person must test right 
away, stay home, and keep 

away from others they live with 
who don't have symptoms or 

COVID-19 (if possible). Isolate for 10 
days if positive. If test is negative, test 
again on Day 5 after last exposure. If 
ongoing exposure is occuring in the 

home, quarantine period may be 
extended. See quarantine 

guidance or contact public 
health for more information. 

Exposed student/staff must test 
right away, stay home, and keep 

away from others they live with who 
don't have symptoms or COVID-19 (if 

possible).  Must isolate if positive. If test 
is negative, test again on Day 5 after last 

exposure. May return to school/work 
on Day 8 with negative test on Day 5 
after exposure and symptoms have 

significantly improved.  

Note on guidance: Any guidance with 
the word "must" are mandated orders. 

Guidance with the word "should" or 
"recommended" are strongly 

recommended but not mandated.

Is the close 
contact  

vaccinated?

Information about where to obtain a test for 
COVID-19 can be found on Marin County's 

HHS website: 
https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/testing

https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/testing
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